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Controversy continues 


lion, who were captured In photo- 
graphs that day. 

One of the mo9t striking features of 
the Newsweek cover story was Its In- 
sistence that none of the members of 


As a philosopher of science and stu- three tramps who were photographed of Representatives during their own 
dent of critical thinking. I have been being escorted from Dealy Plaza were Inquiries. 

fascinated to discover the variety of re- merely extras In an elaborate hoax. The hypothesis that a team of Cu- 

sponses that Oliver Stone’s new movie ' Thtk - hypothesis provides a rela- ban hitmen assassinated Kennedy In 
lias evoked. Newsweek offered a lively clear example of an explanation Dealy Plaza Improves upon the Stone 
hatchet Job, whose own authors al- that Is Incompatible with the evidence, scenario In ascribing a very specific the conspiracy have ever cracked, 
most certainly had not seen the film, There were shots, and Kennedy was motive for his assassination. If there which Ignored the very kind of evl- 
as a cover story. George Will, normally killed. A more plausible alternative, were evidence to confirm it, then It dence cited In a subsequent story In 
the possessor of a rational mind, went therefore, is that a lone gunman firing would be preferable to Stone’s hypolh- .the same Issue. Charles Harrclson. 
bonkers with a sarcastic diatribe, from the Texas Book Depository Build- esis as well as to the Warren Commls- who is currently serving a life term for 
which grossly distorted the real is- ingstruckthc President down. This, of.; siqn's hypothesis. To the best of my the assassination of a federal Judge 
sues. Even that icon of the Intellect, ' course, Is the official explanation. But knowledge, evidence that would tie using a high-powered rifle, has long 
Tom Wicker, committed a fallacious even assuming that Oswald had a mo- . Castro to tlie assassination has. never been Identified as the tallest of the 
appeal to pity by arguing that, if Stone Uve, which has never been shown, It been produced, and It remains no tramps, and he once avowed that he 
were correct, then his own movie remains to be seen whether or nbbh? ; more th&n a tantalizlng^posslbillly. Yet was the man who had killed Kennedy, 
would be ’’contemptuous'' of govern- had both the means and the opportu- one more alternative ought to be con- . The third of the tramps, who Is seen 
mental institutions, as though the . nlty. The best marksmen in, the FBI' sldered. which, /.If true, would shed with a paper bag in his hand, is 
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Ceneral could have allowed his broth- first investigator t6 conclude, that the ’lng to be retired with great fan fare im- - esis over the alternatives is that It 

er’s killers to have gone unscathed, physical evidence, including the ex- mediately after the next election. Parar would explain other aspects of the sil- 

Time. by contrast, advanced a rea- taht photographs, are Incompatible lyzed with fear, he did not know what- uatlon that no other explanation ap- 

soned set of articles that thoughtfully with the ofllcial hypothesis. Joslah Th- 1 jto do. But when he found out that LBJ pears able to accommodate. Most lm- 

consldered the film from various ompson's Six Seconds In Dallas (1967) would be dropped as JFK’s running portantly, of^course, it affords a basis 

points of view, without begging the and Richard Sprague’s "The Assassi- mate, he knew where to turn. He.had. for undermlomdlng how a cover-up 

question by taking for granted the nation of President. John F. Kennedy: learned these things asjie had learned could have U&fr carried out so swiftly 

principal theses the movie was meant . The Application of Computers to the most others, not through painstaking and methodically, from 'illegally re- 

to challenge in the style of Its competl- Photographic Evidence.'' Computers sleuthing, although Umt ,>vas an.image \ moving a body from Parkland, Hospital 


most Important , unsolved murder of shots fired from' more than one locav’. b'ecause J. Edgar Hoover had the ■ pursuing. an jnY«^qjtqrv \\ 
- — ^ .*• tionV then -'the 'hypofhiesjs- of a.plngl^^UeHQUoe buggeai:: , controlled^y a auperior : at't 

'. under aggres- assassjn cannot be sustained. .. . LBJ was one of the most ruthless House and h subordinate at II 

sive attack by Forrest Sawyer during ^ \JFK ,, . J presents, an alternative^ that. 


the 20ti) century. 

Oliver Stone himself, i 


even 
also 
could 
sively 
that was 

t . t t ^ ^ b ^ r the wh,le 

LBJ was one°of the most ruthless House and U subordinate af the FBI. 
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Nightline,, emphasized the hypotheti- yin: its detailed reconstnjctiori 
cal character of his enterprise; Be : physical ewnls of the assassination 
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neath Sawyers thin veil of contempt' Dallas Itself, receives more support Hll hjs 11 Wong aspiration to be the to a ^55 {JJ 

appeared an evident discomfort with from the available evidence than does president of all the peopje. It did not had been removed. from^ie CIA y 

hypothetical reasoning, as though the' ' Uie.ofltalalVhypbthesls. In debates lake hlmyveiy long to :t*alB»..Ujat JT . 

mnttpr rvMiirt merftlv hv an about the movie. esDeclallv in the case something were to be done, then it had Judicial officer. In the, comproml Ing 


matter could be» settled merely by an about the movie, especially in the icase something were to be done, men „ n! 1 Ui«inbHnd in an innnirv 

appeal to "the facts.” Sawyer’s atti- of Newsweek, there appears to be an to be soon, certainly before JpK an- position of part clpating in an Inquiry 
tide, like that of many others, seems'; ..almost irresistible temptation to treat nounced that he would not be running .whlch.^had it led to . an Indictment, 
to be that bv reasoning from the ' the historipal .^reconstruction em- with LBJ,. LBJ knew, as others knew, would have made him’ unable to sit on 
"bottom’ up ” it should be possible to braced by the-. Warren Commission as that the CIA also pore a grudge against the Supreme Court in judicial review 
discover what has happened whUe. evidence' That completely mlsrepre- JFlCAs the desperate necessity, of lhe of a conviction And lUeh the Castro 
Stone jy - Hai.aUt to Hon hnwAv. situation took hold of. his ‘-Imagination. . 1 hvoothesls available to persuade those 

problem 
down r, if 
assume 

themselves and require no inlerpreta- . 

Hon. while top-down reasoning sug- ford to commit blunders of this kind, 
gests the need for interpretation to Although Oliver Stone’s hypothesis 
discover them. about the/physica) details or the as- 

So was Oswald the assassin or not? sasslnation is therefore preferable to 
Most of those who believe he was do so 1 the Warren Commission’s hypot hesis, a.m 


^ ^ ^ ^ that this 

A Lt. Ceneral In the Air Force, Ca- hypothesis Is true. I can maintain that 
bell had the responsibility for planning it appears to provide a more adequate 
and executing the Bay of Tigs Inva- explanation of the available evidence 
slon. It was he who called JFK at 4 than do any of the alternatives consld- 

to plead for close air support, ered here. Moreover, it can be tnvesti- 


the basis of what the government - the movie Is not therefore free from which he believed the President had gated further. If JFK had a huge gap- 

has (old tli em in the form of a special 'fault; Apart- from Its exercise or dra- previously promised. When JFK de- ing wound in the back of his head, tor 
has loia Uiem in me lorm ou special ItiA.fntP men on .vemnlp ntmlnitranhn Ihnt show 

report , joy r the Vfarren Commission . { tnatic ■■ 

But that., report Itself merely repre- - Jnto a 

which 1he h avanabie Evidence m'av or motives. RFK and Martin Luther jtlng fell that he had been betrayed by JFK. head could not possibly be authen 

mav not- lend support Unless bullets may. have also died under suspicious/ All three had motives to see him dead. And it might also explain why LBJ p 

cari^ make^rhld^courae corrc Atons for circumstances that have never been Moreover, through his- contacts with Rented Charles CabeU with a medal 

e^rnpliv^ it^nmy < be r ch ffic vdt C to believe completely settled to everyone's satis : ,the CIA and the mob. Cabell^dThe 1 during a prlvajq ceremony, in; 1964 

that the same bullet could have ..faction, but their introduction into a means , to make him -dead, Ihe only perhaps using the words, - No pne will 
passed through one body, paused to . lllm about JFK is needlessly distract- thing he lacked was the opportunity, ever know what you have done for 
change direction and then • passed ■’■ Ing., Moreover, the problem of mptlva- which he could/ secure with a little your country ^ 

through anoUier, while remaining al- . tion demands-more than a nebulous help from LBJ by geUIng'JFK to Dal- In my, opinion, Oliver Stone de- 
most completely' Intact. If w accept -plotto promote a war in Vietnam. las ae^.ourad^ 

the laws of physics 'for example.' then „A more plausible hypothesis tlian As an assassination site. Dallas his astonishing attempt lo-confront 
we should r^ect that claim';-;..;.. , > that would remain faithful Ip. -ffieveyi- was perfect, not least of all because Its .= ^ one °i_°M r ^ ^ I 

It can, be a useful'<«erclse oftheih-.-y!c 
tellect to consider somethlng closer to,' r 



for example. Is that 
and we^ and . living 
cording to this scenario, 
nation was staged to create a context 
for Johnson to assume the office, be- 
cause Kennedy lacked the clout with 
Congress to get his legislation 
through. On this reconstruction, the 


emment were not disclosed to the the guard of accomplices dressed as 
Warren Commission. but have Dallas police. According to this hy- 
emerged gradually during years since, pothesls, the three tramps were not 
especially through the efforts of the ordinary tramps, but members of the 
Church Committee and of the House team that carried out the assasslna- 


rationale. Political murders committed 
to avenge a ^nsft'6f;hetrayal;‘ to pre- 
serve’ the Status ^ quo,' dr.fb'aidv&nce po- 
litical fortunes are the stuff of which 
the greatest Shakespearean — and 
American - tragedies appear to be 
made. 


